WELCOME!
NEW CUB
SCOUT FAMILY
A FAMILY INFORMATION GUIDE

www.bwc-bsa.org

Why Join Cub Scouting?
•

•

•

If you could give only one gift to the young people who are most important in
your life, what would it be? No matter what your family situation is, it is within
your power to help these children grow into people with a good feeling about
themselves and a genuine concern for others. Cub Scouting can assist you in
providing this greatest gift of all.
Cub Scout-age children benefit developmentally from belonging to a small
group of peers. Your child will be a part of a den, a small group of Cub Scouts
in the same grade level and who are of the same gender. Through this sense of
belonging, children build self-esteem and learn to get along with others.
	As a parent, you want to be assured that the groups that your child joins will
teach values consistent with good citizenship, character development, personal
fitness, and leadership. The values we seek to instill are found in the Scout
Oath and Scout Law.

Scout Oath

Scout Law

A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful,
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean,
and reverent.

On my honor I will do my best to do
my duty to God and my country and
to obey the Scout Law; to help other
people at all times; to keep myself
physically strong, mentally awake, and
morally straight.

We know that kids do not join Cub Scouting for character building. Kids join
because it is fun. Your child will learn great lessons, but they will be far too busy
having fun to notice.
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How Does Cub Scouting Work?
In Cub Scouting, you and your family join in on the program with your child, and
you will help them along the way. Cub Scouts have a different handbook at each grade
level, with adventures that are age-appropriate for their developmental level. As your
child advances through these books by working on adventures, they will earn badges
and other recognition that they wear on their uniform. As your child grows in Cub
Scouting, your role will change with them, from hands-on involvement to guiding and
coaching. Your child’s success in Cub Scouting depends on you!
The Cub Scouting program takes place at two levels. Your child will be a part of a den,
a small group of Cub Scouts in the same grade level and who are of the same gender.
A den typically meets twice a month, although some may meet more often. All dens,
from kindergarten through fifth grade, make up a pack. Once a month, the dens, with
their families, come together at the pack meeting and Cub Scouts are recognized for the
adventures and badges they have earned.

Dens
The Lion (Kindergarten) and Tiger (First Grade) Dens
Cub Scouts who join in kindergarten or first grade join with an
adult partner, usually the parent or guardian. A Lion or Tiger den
should be no more than eight Cub Scouts and their adult partners.
An adult is selected to serve as the den leader (usually one of the
parents) and coordinates the meetings. Each adult partner takes a turn
assisting or hosting meetings or activities with the den leader. This
shared leadership model is a great way to ensure the den leader has
the help needed to deliver a quality program.
TIGER
Lion dens (kindergarten) meet once a month or more often if the den
leader and families choose to.
Tiger dens (first grade) meet typically twice a month or more often if the den
leader and families choose to.
At den meetings, Lions and Tigers work on adventures that are found in
their handbooks.
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The Wolf (Second Grade) and Bear (Third Grade) Dens
Children this age are becoming more independent, and activities are designed to meet
their developmental needs.
A Wolf (second grade) or Bear (third grade) den is ideally no more than eight Cub
Scouts of the same gender, a den leader, an assistant den leader (usually parents of some
of the den members), and often a den chief (an older Scout who helps the den leader).
They typically meet twice a month at a regularly scheduled time and place,
and they also attend the pack meeting with their families

®

The Webelos Scout Den (Fourth and Fifth Grades)
The Webelos den is much like the Wolf and Bear dens, but there is
more emphasis on learning to take leadership roles and preparing to
join a Scout troop.

®

Pack Meetings
The Cub Scout pack is made up of all the dens, which meet monthly at
the pack meeting, led by the Cubmaster.
There are games, skits, songs, ceremonies, and presentations
of achievements and badges that Cub Scouts earned during
that month. This is where families can see the achievements of their Cub Scout.
The pack, including families, also participates in other special events throughout
the year, including:
Pinewood Derby®—You can build and race a model car with your child.
Blue and gold banquet—Cub Scouting’s birthday party—for all pack members
and their families— takes place in February.
Camping—Overnight and day camp opportunities introduce your family to the
camping experience.
Service projects — Packs may participate in food drives, conservation projects,
or other community activities.
Field trips and special outings — Den outings are a great way to learn more
about the people and places in your community.
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Things To Do In Cub Scouts
Pinewood Derby

Boys’ Life Magazine

Scouts and
their parents
build a race
car made
from a block
of wood.
This is among
the best known
Cub Scout activities.
Be there the night of the big race!

A monthly magazine
for Cub Scouts and
adults. Boys’ Life has
interesting features
on Scouting, sports,
hobbies, magic, science
and U.S. history. There
are also jokes, comics
and short stories.

Popcorn Sales
With prizes and
incentives, there
is no shortage
of fun for Cub
Scouts as they
earn money to
help their pack!
Past prizes
included tickets
to Alabama
games, an iPad,
and college
scholarships!
The money they
earn also helps
reduce the cost
of Scouting to
the family, and
helps support
the programs of our Council (see page 11).
By setting and working towards individual and
pack goals, Cub Scouts learn responsibility and
team work.

Blue and Gold Banquet
A birthday party for Cub Scouting usually held
during February. Families gather with food, fun
and games.
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(The name of the magazine
will change in 2019, but the
content will remain just as
great as always!)

Outdoor Adventures
Cub Scouts take part in outdoor adventures.
Many packs enjoy family camping, picnics, hiking,
and/or fishing.
A Cub Scout’s first summer camp is usually
day camp. Come to one of our local camps
and experience a wide range of fun outdoor
adventures!
Camp Horne is a full Cub Scout camp – like
the ones older Scouts attend! Open yearround, Cub Scouts, parents, and leaders may
camp, eat at the dining hall, and experience an
exciting outdoor program.

Make memories with your child that will last a lifetime!

How Can You Help?
The most important help that you, as a parent, can give your child is to work with
them on their Cub Scouting adventures as they work toward their badge of rank.
The Cub Scout handbook is full of age-appropriate activities; some of them you do
together at home. Den meetings are designed for Cub Scouts to complete
adventures that are required for them to earn their badge of rank. When you have
completed a requirement at home, make sure your den leader is informed so that
they can properly record it and your child can be recognized for their
achievements. Your role as a parent is the secret to a successful Cub Scouting
program!
The den and the pack rely on parent participation to run a successful program.
Cub Scouting operates through volunteer leadership. Volunteer leaders are an
example of Scouting’s principle of service to others. By volunteering in Scouting,
you are also giving your child and family the gift of your time. What could be
more valuable? You will have an opportunity to be a positive influence in their life
and in the lives of their friends. Here are some of the ways you could volunteer:
Den leader. Uses the Den Leader Guide and den meeting plans to lead the den at
den meetings. Attends the monthly pack committee meeting.
Cubmaster. Helps plan and carry out the pack program with the help of the pack
committee. Emcees the monthly pack meeting and attends the pack committee meeting.
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The Pack Committee
Every Cub Scout parent or guardian is invited to become a member of the pack
committee. Pack committee members perform administrative functions of the pack. The
committee meets monthly and includes the responsibilities below.
Committee chair. Presides at all pack committee meetings. Helps recruit adult leaders
and attends the monthly pack meeting and pack committee meeting.
Advancement chair. Maintains advancement records for the pack. Orders and obtains all
badges and insignia. Attends the monthly pack meeting and pack committee meeting.
New member coordinator. Manages the transition of new Scouts into the pack and
coordinates orientation for new Scouting families. Responsible for the marketing and
recruiting initiatives of the pack as well as the growth and retention of the unit.
Secretary. Keeps records of the pack committee meetings and communicates with families
about upcoming pack events and activities.
Treasurer. Keeps all financial records for the pack, including the pack bank account, and
gives a monthly financial report to the pack committee. Attends the monthly pack meeting
and pack committee meeting.

Training
The Boy Scouts of America offers convenient training for parents who volunteer. As
a new parent, you can learn all about Cub Scouting and how quality Scouting
programs are built. Log on to my.Scouting.org and create an account to gain access
to all available training content. For more information about training at all levels of
the program, go to www.scouting.org/training.

Youth Protection
Child abuse is a serious problem in our society, and unfortunately, it can occur
anywhere, even in Scouting. Youth safety is of paramount importance to Scouting. For
that reason, the BSA continues to create barriers to abuse beyond what have previously
existed in Scouting.
The Boy Scouts of America places the greatest importance on providing the most
secure environment possible for its youth members. To maintain such an environment,
the BSA has developed numerous procedural and leadership selection policies and
provides parents and leaders with multiple online and print resources for all Scouting
programs.
All leaders are required to complete Youth Protection training. All parents are
encouraged to take the training. To complete the training online, go to my.Scouting.org
and establish an account using the member number you receive when you register for
BSA membership. If you take the training online before you obtain a member number,
be sure to return to my.Scouting.org and enter your number for training record credit.
Your BSA local council also provides training on a regular basis if you cannot take
it online.
Youth Protection training must be taken every two years. If a volunteer’s Youth
Protection training record is not current at the time of recharter, the volunteer will not
be registered. For more information about Youth Protection, please see BSA’s Youth
Protection website at www.scouting.org/youthprotection.aspx.
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Cubs Need Leaders...
And Leaders Need Support!
Parents
You’re a primary role model for your child. Children need your guidance along their Scouting path, not to do the work
for them, but with them. All parents help their children with advancement and assist their pack or den with special
projects. Here’s a look at some of the people and resources available to help you and your child:

Cubmaster

Conducts the monthly pack meeting. Aids den leaders
by coordinating the monthly program for all leaders.
Attends monthly pack leaders’ meeting.

Committee Chair

Conducts monthly pack leaders’ meeting to help plan
the program. Ensures the Cubmaster and den leaders
receive adequate support from committee members.

Committee Members

The pack committee helps plan program and take care
of records, finances, advancement and membership.

Den Leader

Works with a group of up to 8 Cub Scouts, meeting 2-3
times a month to work on advancements and activities.

New Member Coordinator

Helps welcome new families into the pack. Attends
committee meetings.

Unit Commissioner

This volunteer checks on the health of the pack and is
a communication link with the district and council.

District Executive

Your local professional staff member can help you with
training, membership, popcorn and a whole lot more!

LEADER TRAINING
Every Cub Scout deserves a trained leader! The local training team conducts regularly scheduled Cub Scout
leader training year round. Basic Leader Training, Youth Protection Training, monthly roundtables, and semi-annual
training extravaganzas help leaders at all levels succeed. Check with your pack leadership or visit our website
www.bwc-bsa.org to find the dates and location of the next training course, and check out all great training
videos available online for free at my.Scouting.org.

OTHER RESOURCES
TO HELP YOU
R Many packs have a pack library
that contains the leader books
you need.
R All registered adults receive
Scouting Magazine and The
Scouter Digest, the Council’s
quarterly newsletter.
R Resource guides and
award winning videos are
available to help plan den and
pack meetings.
R Visit the Council Facebook page to ask questions and

ROUNDTABLE
Roundtable is a monthly leaders’ meeting for all adult
volunteers in your area. Get help with crafts, games, skits
and songs for den and pack meetings, and many other
ideas for successful Cub Scout programs. It’s a great
place to ask questions and share ideas!

UNIVERSITY OF SCOUTING
When: Every January
What: A learning extravaganza for Cub Scout leaders!
It’s an annual get-together, hands-on workshop and a
convention all in one.
Who: Adults from across the Council who want to know
more about Cub Scouting!

Classes: Dozens of “classes” are available, covering
topics from A to Z. Each leader chooses exactly what they
R Our e-newsletters can keep you in the loop with the need to make their volunteer time more satisfying.
latest news. To sign up, please call (205) 554-1680
or go to www.bwc-bsa.org

get information: www.facebook.com/BlackWarriorBSA
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How Much Does Scouting Cost?
Youth registration fee
(Includes a one-time joining fee of $25 and an annual fee of $66.): ....................$91
Adult registration fee.........................................................................................$42
Boys’ Life magazine (strongly recommended for boys and girls): .......................$12
Books: Youth handbooks are the Lion Handbook (comes with the Lion kit), Tiger
Handbook, Wolf Handbook, Bear Handbook, and Webelos Handbook. Adult leaders use
one or more of the following resources: the Cub Scout Leader Book, Lion Den Leader
Guide (comes with the Lion kit), Tiger Den Leader Guide, Wolf Den Leader Guide,
Bear Den Leader Guide, and Webelos Den Leader Guide. See your local Scout shop or
www.scoutshop.org for prices and a wealth of other reasonably priced resources.
Pack dues: The amount varies by pack, depending on money-earning projects
conducted by the pack to decrease the amount needed to run the pack program.
Uniform: The uniform and its cost vary by program for both youth and adults.
Uniforms may also be purchased at your local Scout shop. See www.scoutshop.org
for details and current prices.
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What Will Scouting Cost Me?
Dues vary by pack; ask your pack and den leaders. Some packs do money-earning projects
like selling popcorn or camp cards to reduce the out-of-pocket expense. There is now a
$25 one-time new member joining fee. Yearly dues include BSA registration and insurance
($66), and may include a Boys’ Life subscription ($12). Some dens also collect dues to
cover the cost of den activities and patches. Major activities, such as family camping or
Blue & Gold Banquets, may have separate costs. Uniforms can cost between $50 and $100.
They can last several years, depending on how fast your child outgrows them. Check to see
what your pack recommends. Uniforms may be purchased at the local Scout Shops or online at
www.ScoutShop.org. Used ones may be available at thrift shops or online. Many packs or
districts have a uniform exchange. Check with pack leaders regarding financial assistance if
needed.
Uniform Checklist:
_ Handbook (annual)
_ Cub Scout uniform shirt (blue)
_ Cub Scout pants
_ Cub Scout belt

_ Cub Scout hat
_ Cub Scout socks
_ Neckerchief (annual)
_ Neckerchief slide

_ Insignia: Pack numerals
_ Insignia: World Scouting Crest
_ Insignia: Den numeral
_ Insignia: Council shoulder strip

Everything You Need To
Begin Your Adventure!
Stickers

Hoodies

Bookbags

Handbooks

McAbee Scout Service Center

2700 Jack Warner Parkway,NE, Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
205-554-1680 | Fax: 205-554-7830
Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 AM-5:00PM
Friday 8:30 AM-4PM
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Pencils

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
(Hold On to this)
My pack number is _____________________________ My den number is ___________________________
My Scouting district is ______________________________________________________________________
My council is the Black Warrior Council (BWC).
My den leader’s name is _____________________________________________________________________
My den leader’s phone number is _____________________________________________________________
E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________________
My den meets on ___________________________________________________________________________
My den meets at____________________________________________________________________________
My Cubmaster’s name is ____________________________________________________________________
My Cubmaster’s phone number is _____________________________________________________________
E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________________
My pack meets on __________________________________________________________________________
My pack meets at ___________________________________________________________________________
My Committee Chair’s name is _______________________________________________________________
E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________________

&

My pack’s website is (optional) _______________________________________________________________

www.bwc-bsa.org

Parent Help Positions
Please Complete and Turn-in This Form Tonight.

Each parent must be willing to assist the pack for the program to work. The following positions all need to be filled for our pack
to have a successful year. Please indicate your first four choices of committees and positions you would be willing to serve on
this coming year. Some of these positions are short-term and others are year-long.

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Den Leader or Assistant Den Leader
Pack Committee
Pack Song Leader
Awards Committee
Pinewood Derby Committee
Scouting For Food Committee
Blue and Gold Banquet
Cubmaster/Assistant Cubmaster
Cub Day Camp Coordinator
Pack Weekend Camping Committee

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Tiger Den Leader
Pack Holiday Party Committee
Special Events Committee
Webelos Den Leader or Assistant Den Leader
Webelos Camp-out Committee
Marketing Committee
New Member Coordinator
Pack Popcorn Sale Committee
__________________________

Hobbies:___________________________________________________________________________________
Sports Interests:_____________________________________________________________________________
Occupation:_________________________________________________________________________________
I have a Truck________ _Van/SUV________ Trailer_________ _Station Wagon_________I have a workshop________ _
Parent’s Name:___________________________________________Phone:______________________________
Scout’s Name:____________________________________________ Grade:______________________________ _
E-mail address:______________________________________________________________________________
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BOBCAT TRAIL:

Date Completed

Parent Initials

Parent Initials

Parent Initials

6. Give the CUB SCOUT SALUTE. Tell what it means.

Date Completed

5. Say the CUB SCOUT MOTTO. A motto is a guiding principle.
"Do Your Best."

Date Completed

4. Show the CUB SCOUT HANDSHAKE. Tell what it means.

TO EARN THE BOBCAT BADGE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

More details can be found in your child's Cub Scout Handbook.
1.

"On my honor I will do my best
To do my duty to God and my country, to obey the scout law,

Parent Initials

To help other people at all times, to keep
myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight
Date Completed

2. Say the Scout Law. Tell what it means.

Parent Initials

"A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful
Thrifty, Brave, Clean and Reverent."
Date Completed

Parent Initials

3. Show the CUB SCOUT SIGN. Tell what it means.
Date Completed

Parent Initials

7. With your parent or guardian, complete the exercises in the
booklet, How to Protect Your Children from Child Abuse.

Date Completed

I COMPLETED THE REQUIREMENTS. NOW WHAT?

Turn this checklist into your Cubmaster.

Contact information:
Black Warrior Council, BSA

2700 Jack Warner Parkway NE
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
Phone: 205-554-1680
www.bwc-bsa.org

