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Scouting 32’ America

Black Warrior Council

August 2026 Newsletter

Important Dates & Events

July 30 District Program Preview Meetings
e River District, 5:30, Scout Service Center
e« Mountain District, 6:00, Camp O'Rear
August 5 Popcorn Show N Sale Orders Due
August 13 River District Committee Mig., 5:30 pm
River District Scout Roundtable, 6:30
Mountain District Committee Mtg., 6:00
Mountain District Roundtable (to follow district meeting)

August 19 Popcom Show N Sale Deliveries
September 7 Labor Day
September 10 River District Committee Mtg., 5:30 pm

River District Scout Roundtable, 6:30
Mountain District Committee Mtg., 6:00
Mountain District Roundtable (to follow district meeting)
September 11 Pull! For The Scouts Shotgun Invitational
Septembert 12-13 BALOO Training by River District, Camp Horne

Scouting Calendar for 2026-2027 .
Calendar

The Black Warrior Council Scouting Calendar is always available on T8y
our Council webpage (click on logo on the right to view or download). 0 [ " -
NOTE: We try to minimize changes throughout the year but 1112 13 14 15 16 17,
sometimes that is just unavoidable. Check regularly for updates and 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
a quick way to know if you have the most current calendar is to check 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

the "....current as of date" at the very top of the page.
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Waiver Details

Military Fee Waiver Offered

A Military Family Fee Waiver, a new initiative
designed to reduce financial barriers and
expand access to Scouting programs for all
new and renewing youth members whose
parents or guardians are currently serving

as active-duty military (Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marines, Space Force and Coast Guard),
Reserves and National Guard. The program
underscores Scouting America’s longstanding
commitment to supporting military families

and ensuring youth have access to character-
building, leadership development, and outdoor
experiences.

Through the Military Family Fee Waiver,
eligible families may receive a waiver of
national registration fees, helping make
participation in Cub Scouting, Scouts BSA,
Venturing, and Sea Scouting more accessible.

For details, click on the button to the left.

Guidance for Laser Tag and Squirt Tag & Squirt Guns Published

Safety Moments for Laser Tag and Squirt Tag & Squirt Guns have been published and are ready for use.
These safety moments allow us to have fun, engaging activities while also ensuring we focus on the right

steps to prevent serious harm to our Scouts and Scouters.

Laser tag is permitted at indoor, commercial laser tag facilities, providing an engaging way for units to
practice the patrol method and other small unit techniques.

https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/laser-tag-safe-checklist/

Squirt tag & squirt guns are permitted, but adults supervising these activities need to ensure the playing
area is safe, squirt guns used meet our requirements and only willing participants get squirted.

https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/squirt-tag-and-squirt-guns-safe-checklist/

Unit Leaders Are Reminded to Update Pin Settings Ahead of BeAScout

Update August 3, 2026

On August 3, 2026, BeAScout will introduce an updated look and feel designed to better support
prospective families. The enhanced experience will provide answers to common questions before

families contact a unit, including:
e Estimated cost to join
e Unit meeting days and times

e Whether the unit charges additional dues



To support these improvements, several new fields have been added to the Unit Pin page in
Organization Manager:

e [Fundraising Helps Cover Costs

e Trial Visit Encouraged

e Unit Fee

e Meeting Schedule: Meeting Frequency, Meeting Day, Start Time, End Time
Beginning July 9, 2026, unit leaders can begin updating these fields within their Unit Pin settings.

NOTE: Changes to these fields in Unit Pin settings will not reflect until August 3, 2026.

Stronger Leaders, Stronger Packs:
Training Awards Update

The Cub Scout Training Awards have been updated to
better recognize and support volunteer leaders, with a
focus on flexibility, accessibility, and program impact.
These awards continue to affirm a leader’s readiness to
deliver a high-quality Cub Scout experience.

Three Cub Scout Training Awards:

e Den Leader Training Award — One-year,
repeatable, flexible requirements

e Scouter's Training Award — Two-year focus on
training and engagement

e Cubmaster's Key — Three-year emphasis on
leadership and planning

District Program Preview Meetings
Thursday, July 30th

This is absolutely a DON'T MISS event! Our best Scouting programs
result from proper planning and good communication. At the
Program Preview meetings, leaders will have the dates and
information necessary to take back and develop robust unit
programming for the upcoming Scouting year. Be sure your unit is
well represented at these meetings!

What will be covered?

e Dates for 2026-2027 district and council events
Programming plans for upcoming events
Training opportunities for leaders
Fall Recruitment plans and strategies for success
Popcorn Sales Kick-Off
And more...

River District: Thursday, July 30th, 5:30 pm
Scout Service Center

Mountain District: Thursday, July 30th, 6:00 pm
Camp O'Rear (dinner will be served!)




Technology Update Webinar Scheduled for Council and
District Volunteers

Scouting America's IT department will conduct this informative webinar for all Scouting
leaders. “Technology Update — ScoutConnect, what is changing this fall?” will
be offered on Thursday, August 13th, at 7:00 PM (Central)

The session will review the current changes to BeAScout and Online Registration that
will be seen this fall, and also review ScoutConnect, the future changes to
My.Scouting and Scoutbook+.

Thursday August 13th 7:00 PM
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/eb61f82c-f9eb-4d33-b991-
30e1a261728e@fd9008a0-7846-4989-a4c5-77cfad3f7ede

Please register in advance for this event by using the button below.

Webinar Registration

Competitive Gaming Merit Badge Launched
July 22nd!

On July 22, Scouting America released a new Competitive Gaming
merit badge, introducing Scouts to the rapidly evolving world of
competitive gaming. The new badge originated in the Scouts BSA
Test Lab and now will officially be available to all Scouts.

The Competitive Gaming merit badge is designed to help Scouts
understand competitive gaming as an industry, an activity, and a
community that reflects many of the same values long held in
Scouting: preparation, fairness, respect, and service. This launch will
make it one of the first merit badges to come exclusively with a Digital
Resource Guide rather than the ftraditional pamphlet. The new
guides aim to enhance flexibility and quality, providing improved
resources for Scouts fo complete badge requirements.

Merit Badge Webpage

UPCOMING EVENTS
YOU DO NOT WANT TO MISS!




Pu"! For The Scouts Shotgun BLACK WARRIOR COUNCIL, BSA 13™ ANNUAL

Invitational BRYANT A BANK

PULL! POR, THE SCOUTS
Enjoy a great day of fellowship and testing your SPORTING CLAYS CLASSIC
skills on the Camp Horne Clay Shoot Trail. Join a e | 1OV SO TS OF ARERICA

team to compete and help out Scouting in the local

West Alabama at the same time. Visit our "Pull! For EVENT SPONSORS

The Scouts Shotgun Invitational” webpage to learn
more and register today! BRYANT. EREMIEH
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BALOO Training Offered
September 12-13, Camp Home

Mark your calendars! "Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation”
(BALOO) training, specifically aimed at Cub leaders, will be
offered by the River District Saturday and Sunday, September
12th and 13th at Camp Home. James Neary will be the course
director. More information will be coming soon but all Cub
leaders who have not completed this training will find it to be very
helpful and allow them to provide better quality programming for
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District News

River District (Tuscaloosa, Bibb, and Pickens Counties)
District Executive: Ty Nevith [Email: tyrenee. nevith@scouting.org]

July 30th: District Program Preview Meeting, Scout Service Center, 5:30
River Disfrict Committee Mtg., Scout Service Center, 5:30 pm

River District Scout Roundtable, Scout Service Center, 6:30

September 10th: District Committee Mtg., Scout Service Center, 5:30 pm
September 10th: District Scout Roundtable, Scout Service Center,6:30
September 12-13: BALOO Training at Camp Horne



Troop 100 Visits Northern Tier!

One high adventure base; two completely different expeditions.
Troop 100 sent two crews to Northern Tier in Ely, Minnesota,
and the weather gods played favorites. Crew A faced relentless
rain and high winds, pushing through the elements to log an
impressive 75+ miles on the water. Meanwhile, Crew B
paddled under sunny skies, charting a scenic 62-mile route.
Yet, despite their contrasting conditions and distances, both
crews returned with the exact same result: a highly positive,
unforgettable experience.

Mountain District (Walker, Marion, Winston, Lamar, and Marion Counties)
District Executive: Darren Hix email

e July 30th: District Program Preview Meeting, Camp O’'Rear, 6:00 (dinner to be served!)
August 13th: District Committee Meeting, Camp O'Rear, 6:00
August 13th: District Roundtable (following District Committee Meeting), Camp O'Rear
September 10th: District Committee Meeting, Camp O'Rear, 6:00
September 10th: District Roundtable (to follow District Committee Meeting)

Prairie District (Marengo, Hale, Greene, and Sumter Counties)
District Program Specialist: Greg Whitis email

Welcome Back Troop 41!

Troop 41 out of Demopolis has a long tradition and history of
serving youth in Marengo County. Recently, the troop has
gained new ground and is working hard to rebuild. One of their
beginning actvities was working on the Aviation Merit Badge. It
was a great day and Scouts had the opportunity to spread their
wings and take flight!




How to Address Mail to the Scout Service Center

Volunteers are reminded that the most efficient way to send mail to us is
by using our post office drawer.

Black Warrior Council
P.O. Drawer 3088
Tuscaloosa, AL 35403

Our physical location is:
Black Warrior Council

2700 Jack Warner Parkway, N.E.
Tuscaloosa, Al 35404
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WHITE BLUFF SCOUT RESERVATION

Camp Horne Camp O'Rear White Bluff Scout Reservation
13633 Keenes Mill Road 2180 Curry Highway Located on Hwy 43, just north of
Coftondale, AL 35453 Jasper, AL 35501 Demopolis

Board Room Eagle Plaza at the
at the Leroy McAbee Scout Service Center
Leroy McAbee Scout Service Center 2700 Jack Warner Parkway NE
2700 Jack Warner Parkway NE Tuscaloosa, AL 35404

Tuscaloosa, AL 35404

Leroy McAbee Scout Service Center
2700 Jack Warner Parkway, N.E. Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
Office: (205) 554-1680 Fax: (205) 554-7830

Website: hitps://iwww bwc-bsa.org

Services:
e Scout Shop
* Properties Management
e Membership & Unit Support
e Professional Office for Council Staff

Hours of Operation
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 - 5:00
Friday, 8:30-4:00




